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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Righteous God, refresh our law-
makers as a river in the desert and as
the cool shadows of large trees in a hot
and weary land. May our Senators find
in You a hope that illuminates the
paths they travel as You guide them
with Your great love.

Lord, fill them with such wisdom
that they will solve our Nation’s most
challenging problems, making the
rough places smooth and the crooked
places straight. Deal favorably with
them because of Your great love and
mercy. Inspire them to live lives that
will permit You to bless our Nation
and world.

We pray
Amen.

in Your mighty Name.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-
NEY). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

USDA RULEMAKING REVISIONS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
want to tell my colleagues about a dis-
appointment I have in some U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture recent revi-
sions of a proposed rule.

Here is the background: I have long
fought to strengthen the safety net so
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that Iowa family farmers and other
farmers are protected from natural dis-
asters or other unforeseen events that
they have no control over, like flooding
or wind storms.

Family farmers work hard to make
sure that Americans have food on the
table. These same family farmers oper-
ate on very thin margins. These farm-
ers ought to qualify for help during
tough times since losing these oper-
ations would risk our Nation’s food
supply.

However, taxpayers and nonfarm
State lawmakers may stop supporting
a Federal farm safety net if spending
programs aren’t held accountable or
left unchecked. Losing urban support
for this farm safety net is why I am
deeply concerned about the USDA’s re-
cent proposal to roll back rules that
put teeth in the definition of a legal
term called ‘‘actively engaged in farm-
ing.”

Long-lost relatives, by changing
these rules, who have probably never
lifted a finger on the farm should not
get away with collecting farm pay-
ments. Farm payments should only go
to operators that—and I have a defini-
tion that is a little facetious but some-
what realistic—unless they have dirt
under their fingernails.

A few weeks ago, I recently com-
plimented Secretary Perdue on what I
thought were very strong rules that
were being proposed at that time. Now
the USDA’s decision to backtrack on
their rules means more megafarmers
will take advantage of this loophole
and people who aren’t actively engaged
in farming will benefit from farm pay-
ments. I am disappointed with this
turnaround.

Once again, Congress must do what it
can to oppose these loopholes so that
we have only family farmers benefiting
from the farm program.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
when I opened the Senate on Monday, 1
repeated something Republicans have
stated for months now. We need to put
partisanship aside and get more bipar-
tisan, targeted coronavirus relief out
to the American people.

Dating back to the summer, and all
fall, Senate Republicans tried repeat-
edly to advance hundreds of billions of
dollars to prevent layoffs, protect
small businesses, fund vaccine distribu-
tion, and continue assisting workers
who have already lost their jobs due to
the crisis. Every time, the Speaker of
the House and the Democratic leader
blocked our efforts. It had to be the en-
tirety of their leftwing wish list or
nothing at all.

Finally, this week, we are seeing
cracks starting to form in the Demo-
cratic leaders’ stone wall, and thank
goodness for the country that that is
finally happening. In the last several
days, the Democratic leaders have sig-
naled a new willingness to engage in
good faith and, yesterday, a number of
Senate Democrats proposed a different
compromise.

But at the risk of repeating some-
thing we all know, making law will not
just require the Senate’s approval but
also the signature of the President of
the United States.

So, after several conversations with
the Secretary of the Treasury and the
White House Chief of Staff, I put for-
ward yesterday another proposal re-
flecting what the President is ready to
sign into law. What we have proposed
would give universities and nonprofits
the legal certainty they need. It would
create a second draw on the job-saving
Paycheck Protection Program to pre-
vent more layoffs, and it would extend
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